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Thursday 3rd Sunday 6th October 2013



September 2013
Dear friends,

September update for Morris sides and dance display teams
We are looking forward to seeing your side or team at the 21st Tenterden Folk Festival between Thursday 3rd  and Sunday 6th October.
The basic format of the festival will be similar to last year so here is some general information for all sides:
Dance display stage:

The dance display stage will again be in the marquee on the Recreation Ground.  This will be used throughout the weekend and will be the venue for the display at the end of the procession on Saturday.  This will mean more people can see these displays in a more accessible and prominent position.  Sides are still welcome to come and dance on the numerous sites around the town.  There will also be a bar in the marquee!
Procession route:

The change to the procession route was very successful last year so it will follow the same format this year.  The gathering point will be at 2.45 pm outside Tenterden Gateway (Library) and on the grass near the War Memorial in the High Street.  (Please Do NOT obstruct Tillings forecourt or touch their furniture!) You are all encouraged to join in the procession which will leave at the usual time of 3.00 pm on Saturday and proceed along the High Street and down Recreation Ground Road to near the public toilets before turning onto the Recreation Ground where it will end.

Check in at town Hall:

You know how health and safety rules are these days so we need to know what teams are there and you need to know where the first aid point is. With this in mind we ask you to check in on arrival in the entrance hall of the Town Hall. 
Dance schedules:

We will issue a plan of suitable dance sites and a provisional dance schedule to help you enjoy the weekend. We will send this out in advance but will also issue hard copies on arrival.
Camping:

The camp site will again be available from Thursday to Monday with added toilets and the water tank which proved so popular last year.  We may also introduce some ground mats to improve the entrance if it is wet.  If you have not already done so please book any camp site passes you need now.  A booking form can be found on the website or ask and we will email one to you.
Indoor camping:
We also expect to be able to offer limited indoor camping to dancers taking part in the Festival.  Space will be limited so you will need to book in advance if you have not already done so. 
Free tickets:

We are still offering free Weekend Tickets to dancers.  The Weekend Ticket covers all events on Friday to Sunday but does not cover the Thursday evening concert which is a special fund raising event.  If you have not done so let us have a list of your members who want free weekend tickets now so that we can prepare them in advance.  We have to limit these free tickets but our regular sides and those coming long distances will be first on the list.
Trains:

Kent & East Sussex Railway, Tenterden’s own heritage railway, is again offering a limited number of free tickets for dance sides who want to travel on the trains and dance at the stations along the railway on either Saturday or Sunday.  They are offing around 10 tickets per side to a limited number of sides on a first come first basis.  If you want to take up this offer and have not yet done so, some have, contact K&ESR now direct on 01580 765155 or email enquiries@kesr.org.uk.
West View Hospital:

This small specialist hospital has again asked us to get three or four teams to dance at the hospital on Saturday and Sunday and we would like to do this.  There are good places to dance there and it is within walking distance of the town centre. If you would like to dance at the hospital please let me know so we can sort out the programme.
Free Parking:

We have been given a small number of parking spaces a short walk out of town which we can make available to dancers if booked in advance.  You will need a parking permit to use these spaces.  K&ESR make a charge for using their car park and the public car parks are all pay and display.  There is some free parking in streets around the town.  Contact us now to book parking permits. 

Up to 60 sides:
As a result of the changes mentioned above we have been able to increase the maximum number of Morris sides and dance display teams to 60 this year.  We do still have a few spaces available so if you know of any other sides that you would like us to invite this year or next let me know as soon as possible. 

CONTACT DETAILS:

If you have any queries please send me an email dance@tenterdenfolkfestival.org.uk or give me a ring on 01233 626805.  If you need to contact me over the Festival weekend my mobile number is 07721 589 604.

Our Safety Co-ordinator is Ian Wookey and his contact numbers are T: 01580 713706 or M: 07518 399 660

Our chief stewards are Bob and Kathy Drage, who many of you will know, and their mobile number, if they remember to turn it on, is 07855 727 961

Morris sides co-ordinator is ‘Spud’ Jones of the Loose Women and her contact number is 07944 499937.
Please help us by ensuring that you:

· Read this letter and pass the information on to your members

· Tell us if you coming for Saturday or Sunday or both

· Let us know what free Weekend Tickets your side would like (A list of names please) 

· Let us know if you want any free parking spaces

· Book and pay for any camping you need, including indoor camping

· Book direct with K&ESR if you want a free train ride

· To sign up for our occasional newsletters for dance sides to ensure you get your invitation for 2013.  Follow this Mail Chimp link http://eepurl.com/eUuJY
I hope that you enjoy the Festival and I look forward to seeing you all.

Alan

Alan Castle

Trustee and Festival Director


Tenterden Folk Festival, Charity No 1038663, promoting folk song, music and dance

15 Repton Manor Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 3HA
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